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Announcement from the Session
At their August meeting, the session of UPC,
decided that the Sunday morning worship service will continue to be virtual through December. This decision was not made lightly. Recommendations from the CDC, the P.C.(USA),
and other research institutions have been considered. Of greatest concern are the research
recommendations against singing and speaking in public gatherings. The elimination of
public singing and responsive speaking, as well
as no coffee fellowship, or gathering in groups
before or after the service, removes what we
were hoping to regain by meeting in person. At
this time, with the necessary physical distance
and safety protocols in place, the quality of the
worship experience is better virtually than what
in-person would be. This does not mean the
church is “closed.” As always, the church staff
is available through phone, text, or email.
Groups of ten or less are able to meet in the
North Lounge following the posted safety
measures. LOGOS has plans to meet safely
(without dinner) beginning September 9. C4 is
reaching out to new students and following UW
guidelines for when and where Registered Service Organizations can meet. Committees of
the session and the deacons continue to meet
via Zoom. Mission has collected and delivered
clothing for the Wind River Reservation, and
continues to provide financial support to our
mission partners in the community.

Zoom workshops, book studies, and Bible studies are being planned for
the fall. The church is not the building. We are the church. Whether we
gather online, in driveways, or on decks, we are the church. Each of you
continue to be the body of Christ in the world, putting his love in action in
your neighborhood, school, and workplace. While this season seems
long to us, it is but a blip in 2,000 years of church history. I am confident
that the Spirit will use this time to breathe new life and vision into our ministry together. As Paul says to the church in Philippi, “I am confident of
this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6)
As always, if you have a question, concern, or comment, please contact
me or any member of the session.
God’s peace and my prayers,
Michelle

COFFEE HOUR
We are having a Zoom Coffee Hour Fellowship
every Sunday 10:00 am - 11:00 am. Come and
go at anytime, just like a regular Sunday morning.
Click Zoom Link Here

SEPTEMBER SERMON SERIES
As we continue to worship virtually the Sunday worship service can be
found at https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCyLkd7kE_lt0acTnxJQ__Eg and through the UPC website.

CHURCH OFFICE
As a safety precaution the church office is open by appointment only,
Monday through Thursday, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. We will all still be
easily available through our cell phones and emails.
Any information you would like shared in the weekend reminders
needs to be email to the office by Wednesday mornings.

FOC & STEWARDSHIP
How UPC stands financially at the end of July 2020:
Total Income $162,153.80; 65.73% of 2020 operating budget
Total Expenses $141,985.66; 58.11% of 2020 operating budget
While the church building is closed, the ministry of UPC continues and
relies on your generosity. Please consider sending your tithes and offerings through the online giving on the UPC website or the US postal service. Mail at the church is being checked on a regular basis.
UPC is pleased to offer online giving. Please Click here. It’s very easy
and new Categories have been created to direct your donation to the
correct place. We have the following categories now:
Contributions, Per Capita, C4, LOGOS, Special Offerings and Youth
Activities. When you make your donation, you’ll select from one of
these categories. There is a “Notes” box at the end of the form which will
allow you to be more specific if you so desire.

BEIRUT
August 4 blast described as “a tragedy, nightmare, complete apocalypse”. Relief efforts are under way in Beirut to help the more than
300,000 people displaced by the Aug. 4 port explosion that is now being
called among the five strongest blasts in human history. Officials say
the force of the explosion was 20% as powerful as the atomic bomb
dropped by the United States on Hiroshima, Japan on Aug. 6, 1945.
The blast caused significant damage to the port of Beirut, which acts as
a storehouse for important commodities imported by the government,
including wheat and fuel. About 70% of the trade exchange movement
between Lebanon and other countries is shipped through there. Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) World Mission and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) are working with the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon (NESSL) on Project Beirut Hope to restore housing to
1,000 families displaced by the blast through its diaconal arm,
the Compassion Protestant Society(CPS). The full article can be found
at Presbyterianmission.org. Please let Gerald Van Campen know if
you
have
any
questions.
Gerald
can
be
reached
at gvancampen@petelien.com or 307-414-0867.

WOMEN’S CIRCLES & MEN’S GROUP
Rebekah Circle: The women of the Rebekah Circle have wrapped
up their 2019-2020 year recently of the PW Horizons study entitled,
“Love Carved in Stone”. It was indeed a fresh and unique approach to
the Ten Commandments. At each meeting we take a free will offering
for a local mission project. Our $300 check is being sent to Interfaith as
their responsibilities have increased dramatically since COVID-19. We
are deeply grateful for the friendship, generosity and compassion
shared among the members of our Rebekah Circle. The Circle would
love to have lots more come and join the study group. We will begin a
new PW Horizons study, September 16th at 10:00 am, “Into the Light
Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament”. The location is yet to be
determined. One of the foundational points of the study is that in Scripture, lament usually leads to hope. Especially during these times perhaps by searching the scripture we will find hope. The study book can
be ordered from Carole Hertz at 307-742-5053. In addition to the study
there will be food and fellowship. Please plan to join us or for more information, call or email Rita Ver Ploeg at averploeg@msn.com or 307760-9536.
Mary Martha Circle will meet at 1:00 pm on September 16th.
Janice Shuster, 530 Beaufort ST. #119, has invited Mary Martha Circle
to meet in her garage for a gathering of our Circle. We will practice social distancing and take a look at this year's bible study, Into The Light,
Finding Hope through Prayers of Lament by Lynn Miller. This appears
to be a good study for what's happening in today's world. Please let
Janice (745-3132 or jmshust@outlook.com) know if you are attending.
Evening Circle hope to meet again starting this fall in person!
Calling UPC Men! Please join us via Zoom every Friday morning at
7:00 for great conversation! All are welcome. Click here for Zoom link

PER CAPITA
Thank you to many folks who have already paid their per capita for
2020. We would encourage those who have not paid to do so. We
would be happy to accept a check or you might want to try the Online
Giving option. The amount for each member is $45.95 for 2020. Thank
you for your continued faithful generosity to UPC!

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS AT UPC
REPORTS AND
SESSION MINUTES
Session and committees continue to meet via Zoom. The UPC
Session Minutes and reports
can be read at our website
at upclaramie.org/minutes/

For a full calendar of events click
on the calendar link. If you or your
group wants to add something to
the UPC calendar please bring it
or send to the church office for it
to go for approval at the following
Wednesday staff meeting. CLICK
HERE for calendar.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Fall is here and its time to kick off LOGOS. We are currently planning on
meeting in person with an adjusted schedule:
Kindergarten – 5th grade 3:45-5:00
Mid & Sr Highs 6:15-7:30
For more information and to register your child visit our page on the UPC
website at: https://upclaramie.org/christian-education/logos/
Youth Groups will be kicking off soon as well.
Watch your email for more information!

FAMILY PROMISE
Family Updates: As of right now, we have already exceeded the
number of bed nights we provided in 2019. And we're only half way
through the year! In 2020, 921 bed nights provided. In 2019, 817 bed
nights were provided. In 2018, 643 bed nights were provided (our first
year open). Why the increase? One reason was the motels offered us a
discount so we were able to shelter more than 2 families at a time. Another reason was that some families prior to April were still able to hold onto
their housing. Unfortunately, when COVID restrictions hit, many were unable to keep hanging on. Thankfully, we were able to be their safety net
because we had quickly moved to the hotel sheltering model.
UPC Host Week: September 27- October 4
What does that look like now? We will need volunteers to provide food
for the families staying in the hotel for the week. The Family promise
team request that food for the week be delivered to the kitchen in the
North lounge between 9:00-4:00 on September 24. A family promise
staff member will deliver the food to the families at their hotel. Watch for
a reminder with a sign-up link around the middle of the month.

Community Discussion Domestic Violence
The UPC Mission Committee sponsored a
Zoom meeting on Monday, August 24th.
The speakers were Faryn Babbitt of the
Laramie SAFE Project and Tara Muir from
the Wyoming Coalition Against Domestic
Violence and Sexual Assault. If you missed
it and would have liked to attend it, you can
view it at https://youtu.be/IVjY-RN80PE

C4 MASK SALE!

MISSION MINUTES
Wind River: Many thanks to Todd Bacon for delivering UPC’s mountain of clothes. He met Darrah
Perez halfway and our feedback, including pictures of
children trying on their new winter jackets, tells the
story that we are making a difference. Also the gardens are really producing and they
are moving onto “Canning 101.”
We are still collecting clothes and
Todd hopes to make it all the way
to the reservation before we’re
snowed in. If you have anything
left to give, please just leave it on Nancy Lick’s stoop
at 1765 N 22nd Street. If you have specific questions
about this initiative, please contact Nancy Weidel who
has frequent contact with Darrah. If we don’t have an
answer for you, Nancy W will get one for you. Again,
thank you for your support for UPC’s work with Wind River.
In August, UPC through the Mission Committee again addressed the
immediate needs for both the Soup Kitchen and the Food Pantry. The
Soup Kitchen again needed some supplies replenished so they could
continue their “take out” food distribution and the Food Pantry needed
canned fruit and canned chicken. Mission is committed to continuing
these donations as long as our 2020 budget can be stretched.
The “People of Faith—Let’s Gather” Conference sponsored by
the Wyoming Interfaith Network will be held virtually on Wednesday,
September 9th from 4:00p.m. – 7:00 p.m. and Thursday, September
10th from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. You can also attend the Network’s annual
meeting on Friday, September 11th from 9:00 a.m. – Noon. The slate of
speakers, including Judy Shepherd of the Matthew Shepherd Foundation and Lynnette Grey Bull of the Global Indigenous Council, will present a series of dynamic workshops that will challenge participants in
looking at their faith practices within their own faith communities. The
conference is free but pre-registration is required at https://zoom.us/
meeting/register/tJModmqpzsuE9RbmnrTcHkAeEtDGChzFy9P .
Mission wants to thanks Faryn Babbit, Executive Director of the
SAFE Project and Tara Muir, Public Policy Director at the Wyoming
Coalition Against Domestic Violence for their excellent presentations on
the 24th. Those attending were left with many “who knews?” resulting
from the information presented. The work of SAFE is much broader
than sheltering with services going to men, women and children of all
ages. The statewide work of the Coalition is critical in Wyoming with
such a rural population. The expected reductions in funding and the inability to conduct traditional fundraisers due to the pandemic will severely
impact these services. Efforts are being made for this workshop to be
available on line.
THE PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS SPECIAL OFFERING will
be collected between September 6th and October 4th either by mail or
computer. Please mark your contribution for “Peace and Global Witness.” PCUSA utilizes these monies to address systems of conflict and
injustice across the world. UPC retains 25% of these funds to use for
local programming (Safe and the Foster Closet have benefitted in the
past) and 25% is sent to the Wyoming Presbytery. The remaining funds
support the Presbyterian Mission Agency to use for peace and justice in
cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of
educations and Christian witness.
The Annual Gathering of Syria Lebanon Partnership Network is
being held virtually on Tuesday, September 22 with Session 1 scheduled for 9:30 a.m. - noon and Session 2 from 1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. The
first session starts with a half hour of “coffee” if you want to interact with
the other participants followed by worship led by SLPN and NESSL
(National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon) members. Presenters are the Joseph Kassab, NESSL President, and Pastor Najla
Kassab, President of the World Communion of Reformed Churches. The second session again starts with a half hour of “coffee” interaction followed by Georges Ziadeh, Executive Director of Compassion
Protestant Society (the social service arm of NESSL), Elmarie Parker,
regional liaison to Iraq, Lebanon, and Syria from the Presbyterian
Church, USA, and Luciano Kovacs, Presbyterian Church, USA Area Coordinator for the Middle East and Europe. There will be a closing period
for worship. This is the gathering that Gerald Van Campen attended last
year in Atlanta, Georgia. If you have questions about this organization or
the gathering, please contact Gerald. The session is free but preregistration is required at www.syrialebanonpn.org

MISSION MINUTES CONTINUED
Update of the Syria/Lebanon Partnership of the Wyoming
Presbytery
Following a virtual meeting of the Partnership members, information
from several sources was shared and compared:
·
The explosion in Beirut has left the country’s government in
a vacuum with radicals attempting to take control—the country
currently has no functioning government
·
The impact of COVID-19 has reduced the amount of available medical services throughout the country, particularly in the
refugee camps (Doctors Without Borders)
·
Rev Emir (the Lebanese minister who visited UPC a couple
of years ago) has left Lebanon and has returned to Egypt
·
The status of the Tyre Church’s programs is currently unknown
·
The e-mails being received from contacts in Lebanon describe a reality that is beyond dire
·
The Presbytery’s first financial donation was able to be sent
to the region using the CPS (Compassionate Protestant Services)
which is an arm of NESSL (the Near East Synod of Syria and
Lebanon) via the United Church of Christ
·
CPS is apparently still conducting schools in the refugee
camps
·
The Kurds and the Turks have stopped supplying water to
the Christians in their NE region.
·
The Presbyterian co-worker (missionary), Elmarie Parker, is
back in the region and is planning site visits to the area’s Christian churches including Tyre.
·
The Presbytery has $9500 that is earmarked for the region
Decisions:
·
Bob Garrard will contact Elmarie
o the status of the programs of the Tyre Church
o the status of Wyoming’s Partnership with Tyre
o The status of the church in Aleppo
·
Committee members will attend the upcoming virtual Gathering on September 22 (see the September Communicator for
registration information)
o The leaders of both CPS and NESSL as well as Elmarie are presently virtually
o Try to glean more information
·
The Presbytery Partnership will again meet virtually at 5:00
p.m. on October 1
o Target the best way to communicate and transfer funds
o Decide on the recipient of Wyoming’s funds
o Next steps

Laramie’s annual Ten Thousand Villages Fair Trade Holiday Sale is going to
happen, but just like everything else this year, it will be different!
We in the United States are not the only ones suffering from the spread of
COVID-19. The worldwide pandemic has upset Ten Thousand Villages’ global
supply networks and the lives of the artisans who depend on fair trade to make a
decent living. It’s more important than ever, as we make careful choices in these
uncertain times, to make our purchases count both for the maker and the recipient.
As an extra incentive to thoughtful holiday giving this year, 10% of all purchases made from this newsletter will be donated to the church. See details below!
• Mark your calendar for a partially outdoor, socially-distanced sale on Saturday,
September 12, from 10 am to 4 pm on the south side (Gibbon Street side)
of the First United Methodist Church, 1215 East Gibbon. This will be a
scaled-down version of the traditional holiday sale, featuring new food items as
well as a fun assortment of holiday ornaments and decorations. We will also
have many “comfort and care” products such as soaps, journals, cards, and baskets to assemble your own special gifts. You must wear a face covering. Hand
sanitizer will be available.
• Until midnight on the sale day, Saturday, September 12, we will offer online
ordering from our store-specific catalog found at https://www.flipsnack.com/
Focottv/fort-collins-ten-thousand-villages-2020-catalog-hn8o83jd1j/fullview.html. [Hint: Hit the gray “full screen” circle to make the catalog bigger; at
the top center, you’ll also see a magnifying glass with a “+” in it that you can use
to zoom closer on any item. Press your “esc” key or hit the X at the upper right
corner to return to regular size.]
At the end of the catalog, you will find a printable order form that can be filled out
online, phoned in (970-224-9501), or printed and dropped off at the sale. You
can keep the order form handy while you browse the catalog by clicking this link:
https://form.jotform.com/202266621902146 (it will open in a separate window).
Orders will be assembled and delivered to Laramie three weeks after the sale, at
no charge.
Volunteers are needed for set-up and break-down. Contact Sarah Gorin to volunteer at sarah.a.gorin@gmail.com.

ATTENTION UPC SHOPPERS!
If shopping at the upcoming Ten Thousand Villages Fair Trade Holiday
Sale scheduled for September 12, UPC will receive 10% of all sale receipts designed as “United Presbyterian Church.” If attending the sale,
just make sure that they register you as “United Presbyterian Church” as
you check out. If ordering on-line at https://bit.ly/3alLDdg, make sure that
the purchase is again designated as “United Presbyterian Church.” As the
UPC Session has decided not to have the Holiday Cookie Sale this year,
this 10% will help fill the $$gap in UPC’s fundraising as well as assist
those areas throughout the world affected by COVID-19 who need to sell
their free-trade items. Again, the items will be delivered in Laramie at no
charge.
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