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On June 6, seven amazing and talented young
people reaffirmed their faith becoming full members of the church: Rowan Ahern, Sage Ahern,
Aidan Buchanan, Sophia Killean, Maya McReynolds, Jesse Prather, and Brayden Williams.
Please welcome them warmly, and continue to
support them through your prayers for them and
their families.

SUMMER READING: The Tech-Wise Family
After a year of being so reliant upon our screens at school,
work, and home, this summer may provide the perfect opportunity to reevaluate the proper place for technology.
Sometimes, it feels like our devices have a lot more control
over us than we have over them. But it doesn’t have to be
this way. In The Tech-Wise Family, Andy Crouch (previously
an editor and producer at Christianity Today) provides everyday steps for putting technology in its proper place. Making good choices about technology is more than just using internet filters and limiting
“screen time.” It’s about developing wisdom, character, and courage in the
way we use digital media, rather than accepting technology’s promises of
ease, instant gratification, and the world’s knowledge at our fingertips.
Crouch helps readers ask deeper questions about tech and family
life: Who do we want to be as a family? How does our use of a particular
technology move us closer or farther away from that goal? This book is for
ANYONE who wants to reclaim real life in a world of devices. It is easy to
read, practical, helpful, and challenging. I highly recommend it for anyone, with or without children in your home. Copies are available in the
overflow room next to the sanctuary.

WOMEN’S CIRCLES & MEN’S GROUP
MARY MARTHA CIRCLE will meet again in Fall 2021.
REBEKAH CIRCLE will meet again in Fall 2021.
EVENING CIRCLE will meet again in Fall 2021.
UPC Men! Please join us at Perkins on the 1st and 3rd Saturday at 8:00
am for great conversation! All are welcome!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Family Fun Night: The Christian Education committee will host UPC's second annual Family Fun Night on July 14 at 6:30 at the church. All
families are invited to attend and compete, or just attend and cheer on
the competitors. Please RSVP to Michelle Harris if you are able to attend.
Sr Highs: We have one more summer opportunity to help out at
Laramie Interfaith this summer. Please join us on July 23, 9:00-1:30.
Parents, if you have not already completed a volunteer form for your
youth email Michelle Harris at upckidmin@gmail.com for the form.

CHURCH SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Summer hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. Pastor Michelle is in the church office M-Th 8:00am - 4:00 pm We are all
easily available through our cell phones and emails.
Any information you would like shared in the weekend reminders needs
to be emailed to the office by Wednesday mornings.
The office will be closed on July 5th in honor of Independence Day.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
Congregational Life is looking to add both Committee Members and Committee Helpers to our team! If you enjoy gathering with UPC members
and friends, please consider joining us for the planning of events or, to
lend a hand at the events. The committee meets quarterly to plan. We
meet to divide tasks for events about a week prior to any event. Come
share your ideas for fellowship, fun and spreading God's love with friends
and
members
of
UPC
with
us!
Contact
Hillary
at hillaryutton@gmail.com to discuss, ask questions or say "I'm in!"
July 18: Outdoor Service & Brunch Picnic
August 8: Faith Day with Colorado Rockies game and MercyMe concert
August 22: Lake Day Picnic & Water Fun
August 29: 5th Sunday Service
September 11: Progressive BBQ
September 18: Movie Night Under the Stars
October 17: Member Spruce Ups
October 31: Truck or Treat AND 5th Sunday Service
November 21: Advent Café
December 15: LOGOS Pageant
December 24: Cookies & Cocoa

JULY SERMON SERIES
Sunday worship live stream service can be found at https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCyLkd7kE_lt0acTnxJQ__Eg and through the
UPC website.

FOC & STEWARDSHIP
Thank you for your generosity! This is how UPC stands financially at the
end of May 2021: Total Income $115,213.74; 52.34% of 2021 operating
budget. Total Expenses $98,780.80; 40.41% of 2021 operating budget.
The ministry of UPC continues and relies on your generosity. Please consider sending your tithes and offerings through the on-line giving on the
UPC website or mail through the US postal service. On-line is very easy
and categories that you can choose from have been created to direct your
donation to the correct place. There is a “Notes” box at the end of the form
which will allow you to be more specific if you so desire. We now have a
new fund on our on-line giving. It is called Miscellaneous Non-Charitable
Payment. This can be used for such things as Easter Flowers, Congregational Life events such as the Faith Day at the Rockies, Mission nuts sales,
VBS donation, etc.

LOGOS
Save the date September 8 will be the first night of LOGOS! also.. Be on
the lookout for The August communicator which will contain all the Christian Education information you will need for the fall!

FAMILY PROMISE
Although UPC will not be providing meals for Family Promise until October, there are still many ways to support the program. Please take a look
at Family promises website to learn more about the program and other
ways you can help: https://fpalbanycounty.org/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT UPC
For a full calendar of events click on the calendar link. If you or your group
wants to add something to the UPC calendar please bring it or send to the
church office for approval. CLICK HERE for calendar.

REPORTS AND SESSION MINUTES
Session and committees continue to meet via Zoom. The UPC Session
Minutes and reports can be read at our website at
upclaramie.org/minutes/

UPC's ELDERS AND DEACONS
Elders: Bryce Barker, Elizabeth Williams, Dona Coffey,
Gearld Van Campen, Kim Buchanan, Nancy Lick, Hillary Utton
Deacons: Codi Broten, Linda Haynes, Rita Ver Ploeg, Marla Smith,
Linda Sheets, DJ Yocom, Donna Mecham

MISSION
·
Mission is taking a summer break for their workshops with the next
one scheduled for September.
·
Nancy Weidel virtually attended the advocacy workshop on Syria/
Lebanon presented by the national Presbyterian Initiative.
·
Dates for the Wind River Mission trip are being finalized, hopefully for
August 26th --leaving late afternoon and returning Saturday afternoon on
the 28th. More information will be sent out as soon as the details are finalized. This is not a working trip per se but a trip to get to know our friends
at Wind River, tour the Reservation, learn of their traditions, and see the
fruits (vegetables?) of our donations to support their gardening non-profit
organization. We will probably be staying at the Casino for two
nights. Please consider joining Pastor Michelle and members of the Mission Committee on this special opportunity.
·
Volunteers are needed to help empty out Marcia’s Closet for the renewed University of Wyoming International Student Giveaway on Saturday, August 21st. A few trucks will be needed to transport everything to
the parking lot directly across Ivinson from UPC. This begins at 6:30 a.m.
and is usually done by 7:15 a.m. Volunteers can choose to stay to help set
everything up and then assist the student “shoppers.” The coordinators at
the University are also asking for trucks and/or trailers to help the students
get their items back to their lodgings. Everything, including cleanup, is usually finished by 11:00 a.m. If you can help out for any of this,
please
contact
either
Nancy
Lick
at
307-460-3293
of sadielady2@charter.net. Again, many thanks to the volunteers who
helped with Marcia’s Closet on May’s 5th Sunday.
·
Many thanks to those of you who continue to contribute clothing. If
anyone has anything left, you can still leave your donation on Nancy’s
stoop at 1765 N 22nd Street. Also, if you have any spare blankets, quilts,
throws and comforters of any size and are in reasonably good condition,
these can be left as well. Again, everything is sorted for one of the nonprofits supported by UPC: Wind River; the Laramie School System; the
Clothing Cottage; the Cathedral Home; and Goodwill. Some clothing is
also left at NU2U to support SAFE.
·
UPC’s ministry with the Soup Kitchen and the Interfaith Food Pantry
continues. It was fun to find Michelle Harris and her band of merry Presbyterian youth stocking shelves at the Food Pantry during UPC’s last delivery in a downpour. It was obviously Presbyterian Day at the Pantry.

VBS 2021
What a fun VBS we had this year. With 10 adult leaders, 5 senior high
and 6 mid high youth leaders it was a success! 22 children attended and
$286.56 was raised for the Albany County Public Library Book Mobile project.

LEBANON UPDATE
News from The Near East Synod of Lebanon and the Presbyterian Evangelical Church in Aleppo with whom we have a covenant. "Children of
the Word" Medical Center, Aleppo Syria, 2021
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd,
he had compassion on them and healed their sick
Matthew 14:14
After nine years of the Syrian crisis, which affected all the territory of the
country in general, and the Aleppo governorate in particular, the scale,
severity, and complexity of the humanitarian needs of people remain extensive. All sectors of life have been negatively affected. However, the
health sector has been one of the most damaged. Today, most of the
populated areas suffer from shortages of hospitals, medical supplies,
and healthcare services.
NESSL, in coordination with its Presbyterian Church in Aleppo, started
the "Children of the Word" Medical Center to help respond to health care
needs and the lack of health care professionals. Driven by Christian and
humanitarian motives, the Medical Center was equipped with basic and
primary healthcare to provide medical services to the needy poor people
in Aleppo, regardless of religious or ethnic affiliation. NESSL's funding
goal for this 1-year project is $28,500 US dollars to help sustain the medical clinic.
To learn more and watch a video on this mission, Google: National
Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon “Children of the Word” Medical
Center Aleppo Syria” and click on www.theoutreachfoundation.org
If you or your church wishes to give to this project, please send a check
to The Presbytery of Wyoming, P.O. Box 1767, Casper WY 82602, and
mark Medical Center in the memo line.
UPDATE: The Presbytery of Wyoming has raised $11, 342.66 for the
“Children of the Word” Medical Center” run by the Presbyterian Church
in Aleppo. This is our covenant partnership church in Syria. Talk about
Spirit Sightings! Thank you to individuals and churches who have been
inspired by the Holy Spirit, Rev. Elmarie and Rev. Scott Parker’s and
Rev. Amir’s visits and can afford it for this amazing gift. More may yet
come.
Every time I get ready to ask Rev. Bob Thomson, Moderator of the Presbytery Council, to have Council approve the amount to be sent in, more
comes in. So, I am going to make this request to Rev. Thomson and see
what else happens. This gives a whole new meaning to “in God’s time,”
for me.
—Rev. Bob Garrard. Moderator of the Wyoming Presbytery Syria/
Lebanon Partnership Team.
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