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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Welcome Back! 

We are thrilled to be welcoming our families back 

to a mostly normal LOGOS program next 

Wednesday!  LOGOS is our weekly program for K

-12 and is an intentional time for all ages to come 

together to learn about God and experi-

ence activities that grow their relationship with 

God and others. At each LOGOS gathering, par-

ticipants take part in Bible study, recreation, a 

family-style meal, and a variety of worship arts to 

lead in worship.  A big thank you to all the adults 

who help make this happen.  If you would like to 

know more, please contact Michelle Harris,  

upckidmin@gmail.com.  To keep everyone safe 

and healthy we will be following the mask and so-

cial distancing policy of the Albany County School 

District #1. 

 

Something New 

On Wednesday October 13, and November 17, 

from 6:15-6:45pm we will offer a non-traditional,  

family friendly worship service following the LOG-

OS dinner. Please mark your calendars and watch 

for more details to come. 

 

A change in plans 

AUGUST SESSION MEETING 

At their August meeting, the Session: 

 Examined the deacons and elders elect and approved them for ordina-
tion and installation on September 12 

 Revisited the COVID plan continuing to strongly encourage face cover-
ings, and affirming that LOGOS will follow the Albany County School 
District #1 mask and social distance policy 

 Received Gerald Van Campen’s resignation from the Session 
 Elected Elizabeth Williams as our Commissioner to the September 

Presbytery meeting 
 Approved the use of the UPC sanctuary for UW Collegiate Chorale’s 

Christmas Concert Dec. 5 
 Approved a Wednesday evening Worship Service, on Oct 13, and Nov 

17 at 6:15-6:45pm 
 Expressed appreciation for outgoing elders: Dona Coffey, Hillary Utton, 

and Nancy Lick 
 Celebrated the faithful service of Clerk of Session, Carole Hertz as she 

moves to Iowa 

Last Spring, we were planning to encourage all adults to join us for the 

LOGOS meal and a study afterward.  Because of the need to distance 

during the meal and the space that requires, we have decided to postpone 

this new idea.  If you are interested in planning or assisting with Adult Edu-

cation opportunities, please contact Pastor Michelle  

upclaramiepastor@gmail.com. 

mailto:upckidmin@gmail.com
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WOMEN’S CIRCLES & MEN’S GROUP 

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE  will meet Wednesday, September 15
th

 at 
the home of Freda Dixon, 512 So. 26

th
 Street at 1 pm.   We will begin our 

study “ What my Grandmothers Taught Me”, learning from the women in 
Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus.  Included in the study of Jesus’ grand-
mothers are Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary. Please contact 
Freda Dixon, 760-9728 for a study book   All women are invited to join us 
for prayer, study and fellowship. Please let Freda fdixon@bresnan.net 
know  if you are planning on attending.  We hope you will join us. 
 
REBEKAH CIRCLE will meet for Social & Study time at 9:30 a.m. on 
September 16, at Celeste Kobulnicky's home, 4221 Huey 
Road.  Our Horizons Bible study will center on Lesson One, "Family 
Trees".  Please RSVP Celeste at crkobul@comcast.net.  For Circle inter-
est and questions, contact Pam at pamelagalbreath23@gmail.com.   

EVENING CIRCLE will meet on September 16th at 6:30pm in the 
North Lounge.  All are welcome any time!  We will study Lesson One, 
from the Horizons Bible Study.  

UPC Men! Please join us at Perkins on the 1st and 3rd Saturday at 8:00 

am for great conversation!  All are welcome!  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

LOGOS will begin on September 8.  Our first night will be limited to a 

cook out in the north parking lot.  We will begin at 5:30. All LOGOS fami-

lies are invited to attend.  And as a new twist, the LOGOS board encour-

ages each family to invite another family who you think would enjoy LOG-

OS to join us.  The regular LOGOS rotation will begin on September 15 

with elementary age children attending from 3:30-6.15 and mid and sr 

highs meeting from 5:20-7:30.  On line registration is open at:  

https://upclaramie.org/christian-education/logos/ 

 

Children’s chapel will return to worship on September 12.  All chil-

dren in kindergarten and 1st grade are invited to leave the sanctuary with 

Michelle Harris following the children’s message.  While in children’s 

chapel this fall, we will learn Bible basics.  Children will return to their par-

ents in the sanctuary before the end of the service. 

 

The traditional kids worship bags will be reintroduced on September 12.   

And in an exciting addition, mid and sr highs will have journals available 

on Sunday mornings as well.  The journals will have some questions and 

mediations to help guide them in the Sunday morning service.  The youth 

will also use these journals at LOGOS and youth group.  Look for the jour-

nals on the cabinet near the ramp at the front of the sanctuary. 

 

Starting in September mid high youth group will meet on the second Sun-

day of each month, and sr highs will meet on the third Sunday of each 

month. (If a holiday falls on the weekend assigned, an alternative day will 

be selected.)  All youth group meeting will be from 3:00-5:00. 

 

The nursery will be fully open, no rsvp required as of September 12. 

BIBLE STUDY 

A new study group starts Tuesday, September 7th at 9:30

-11:00 in the North Lounge.  The study will focus on what 

God is saying to us today through the Gospel of John. Come and bring a 

friend. Please read any introduction to the Gospel in your Bible and Chap-

ter 1 verses 1-18. Call Celeste Kobulnicky 630 222 0733, Mary Praether, 

or Pam Galbreath for more information. (Bibles available at church for any-

mailto:fdixon@bresnan.net
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FOC & STEWARDSHIP 

Thank you for your generosity! This is how  UPC stands financially at the 

end of July 2021: Total Income $135,515.10; 61.56% of 2021 operating 

budget.  Total Expenses $137,698.05; 56.34% of 2021 operating budget.  

Last month’s income number were reported incorrectly.  The correct num-

ber for June was: Total Income $127,275.11; 57.82% of 2021 operating 

budget.  The ministry of UPC continues and relies on your generosi-

ty. Please consider sending your tithes and offerings through the on-line 

giving  on the UPC website or mail through the US postal service.  On-line 

is very easy and categories that you can choose from have been created 

to direct your donation to the correct place.  There is a “Notes” box at the 

end of the form which will allow you to be more specific if you so desire. 

We now have a new fund on our on-line giving.  It is called Miscellaneous 

Non-Charitable Payment.  This can be used for such things as Easter 

Flowers, Congregational Life events such as the Faith Day at the Rockies, 

Mission nuts sales, VBS donation, etc. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT UPC 
 
For a full calendar of events click on the calendar link. If you or your group 
wants to add something to the UPC calendar please bring it or send to the 
church office for approval.  CLICK HERE for calendar. 

  REPORTS AND SESSION MINUTES 
 

 
The UPC Session Minutes and reports can be read at our website at  
upclaramie.org/minutes/ 

UPC's ELDERS AND DEACONS  

 
Elders:  Bryce Barker, Elizabeth Williams, Dona Coffey, 

Kim Buchanan, Nancy Lick, Hillary Utton 

Elders Elect: Hank Kobulnicky, Erin Irick 

Deacons:  Codi Broten, Linda Haynes, Rita Ver Ploeg, Marla Smith,  

Linda Sheets, DJ Yocom, Donna Mecham 

Decaons Elect: Cheri Bellamy, Jan Dittemore, Pam Galbreath 

CHURCH  OFFICE HOURS 

Office hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. Pastor 

Michelle is in the church office M-Th 9:00am - 5:00 pm We are all easily 

available through our cell phones and emails. 

 

Any information you would like shared in the weekend reminders needs to 

be emailed to the office by Thursday morning.   

C4 

C4 will begin on September 9th at 6 pm at the church and to RSVP for din-
ner by emailing connect4ministry@gmail.com Thank you to everyone who 
has expressed interest in making a meal for C4.  Currently UW groups 
need to serve food that is prepared commercially, so we are ordering from 
local restaurants.  When things change we will let you know.  We appreci-
ate your care and support!  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbcegNVpPqA-UCa8Uxu-EN-XHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx26_R0e7269XNKGZPRsUA2U=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbbcegNVpPqA-UCa8Uxu-EN-XHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx26_R0e7269XNKGZPRsUA2U=&ver=3
https://upclaramie.org/about-us/calendar/
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

Congregational Life is looking to add both Committee Members and Com-

mittee Helpers to our team!  If you enjoy gathering with UPC members and 

friends, please consider joining us for the planning of events or, to lend a 

hand at the events.  The committee meets quarterly to plan.  We meet to 

divide tasks for events about a week prior to any event.  Come share your 

ideas for fellowship, fun and spreading God's love with friends and mem-

bers of UPC with us!  Contact Hillary at hillaryutton@gmail.com to discuss, 

ask questions or say "I'm in!" 

September 10: Progressive BBQ  

September 17: Movie Night Under the Stars   

October 17: Member Spruce Ups  

October 31: Trunk or Treat AND 5th Sunday Service  

November 21: NEW!!  Advent Café  

December 15: LOGOS Pageant  

December 24: Cookies & Cocoa 

 

PROGRESSIVE BBQ!! 

Congregational Life heard you!  You miss progressive dinner gatherings 

and you miss PIGGS( Presbyterians In Gourmet Gatherings)!  While it's 

not clear that PIGGS could resume at this time, we are excited to an-

nounce UPC will have a Progressive BBQ on Friday, September 10.  If 

you want to participate, you must email Nikki by 12:00 Noon on Thurs-

day, September 2!   

We will see how many hosts are wanting to participate and sort the pro-

gression list.  When you email your interest, please rate what you are 

MOST interested in hosting or co-hosting using 1 as most interested and 4 

as least interested.  Hosting or co-hosting would include ONE of the fol-

lowing courses: Appetizers , Salad and/or Soup, Entree and Side, Des-

sert.   

If you are interested in attending, and unable to host/co-host, please let us 

know!  The hope would be most of the evening would occur on patios, 

decks, driveways or other outside spaces.  So cross your fingers for good 

weather forecasts!  Be sure to RSVP your interest by emailing the church 

office (upclaramie@gmail.com) by 12:00 Noon on Thursday, September 2!  

If you have questions on how a progressive BBQ works please call Nikki 

at the office 742-2061. 

mailto:hillaryutton@gmail.com


COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY 

St. Paul's Newman Center is piloting a CBS group in Laramie. CBS stands 
for Community Bible Study - a nondenominational organization based in 
Colorado Springs that hosts Bible study groups all over the world. 
The hope is to build ecumenical community here in Laramie and foster 
love for Christ through study and prayer with Scripture. The study begins 
September 9 and will meet weekly on Thursdays, 9-10am at St. Paul's 
Newman Center. Registration takes place through the CBS Fort Col-
lins webpage::fortcollins.cbsclass.org/ 

RED DESERT TOUR SLOTS AVAILABLE! 
 

WHAT/WHEN: Monday, September 20th, WIN is hosting a Red Desert 

tour. 

WHY: To spend a day in this unique Wyoming landscape and to raise 

awareness of the special values that it offers. 

TIME: The tour departs Lander at 8:00 am and returns around 5:00 pm. 

Transportation for the tour itself is provided. 

LODGING: Folks going on the tour should plan on staying in Lander on 

Sunday night (September 19th). There are a number of relatively reasona-

ble motels to stay in and there is some financial assistance available. 

MEALS: Food will be provided on the tour. Additionally, WIN is hosting a 

communal meal that evening (Monday, September 20th). 

ADDITIONAL EVENTS: WIN's Annual Meeting begins Tuesday, Septem-

ber 21st at 9:00 am in Lander. Stay the night after the tour and attend the 

meeting in person. Please note that the meeting will also include Zoom at-

tendees.  To reserve one of the limited spots available for the Red Desert 

tour, and for any more questions regarding this year's annual meeting, 

please contact Carl Carmichael at: ccarmichael@wyointerfaith.org 

Registration now open for Run the Red Desert half, 50k, and 100k races 

on Wyoming Public Lands Day Saturday, September 25, 2021 in South 

Pass City State Historic Site. Go to  

https://ultrasignup.com/register.aspx?did=81316 to register now. Don't 

miss the opportunity to Run the Red for a wild Wyoming landscape! Regis-

tration closes on September 18th. The Wyoming Interfaith Network is a 

proud partner of Citizens for the Red Desert. This diverse coalition is unit-

ed in our love for this landscape and in our desire to sustain what makes 

the Red Desert special— for future generations. To learn more, check 

out reddesert.org 

60th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

Harry and Mary Paul Reaffirmed their wedding vows made 60 years ago 
in this sanctuary.   

https://www.communitybiblestudy.org/
https://fortcollins.cbsclass.org/
mailto:ccarmichael@wyointerfaith.org
https://ultrasignup.com/register.aspx?did=81316
reddesert.org


MISSION 
Christ’s Love In Action: 
·       UPC continues to focus on food needs at this time.  The Interfaith 
Food Pantry has been provided with 3500 pounds of food since the 
beginning of the pandemic.  The Pantry Manager, Keren Weaver, is 
amazed on how much food has been provided and asks that we share 
their appreciation with all of our members for …supporting us through 
this difficult year.  Being able to rely on a significant donation every 
month made a big difference in our ability to distribute food steadily to 
clients. We couldn’t have done it without you! 
·       The Executive Director of the Soup Kitchen, Ted Cramer, sent the 
following e-mail: Please let the church know that we are very grateful for 
their consistent support throughout the pandemic.  Today’s delivery 
marks their thirteenth donation to the Laramie Soup Kitchen (fitting that 
we received it on Friday the 13th), bringing with it much positivity.  Keep-
ing the necessary supplies on hand to maintain our services has truly 
been difficult.  United Presbyterian Church’s offering each month has 
made my job so much easier and while I’ve run out of ways to say thank 
you each month, know that however I say it, I really do appreciated your 
ongoing support. 
·       Marcia’s Closet is again open for business with two years of 
donations going to the University of Wyoming’s International Student 
Giveaway (Saturday, August 21).  It was again a joy-filled day as 
Laramie welcomed many students from throughout the world-- many of 
whom had only arrived days before the event. Mission Committee mem-
bers, Patty Butler and Nancy Fillian, worked long and hard to sort and 
organize the donations while trying to recruit helpers for the day. Many 
thanks to our early bird transport system comprising of John Galbreath, 
Jim Meacham, and Bryce Barker (pickup trucks) and Nancy F and Eliza-
beth Williams (SUVs).  They  were ably assisted by the young Mormon 
Missionaries who loaded and emptied the trucks with great enthusi-
asm.  Linda Haines and her truck delivered the students back to their 
lodgings (it was the second event where she got to transport a sofa to a 
second floor apartment).  Patty, Nancy F, Elizabeth, Carole Hertz, and 
Nancy Lick were active good will ambassadors as they helped students 
shop and/or guarded their piles of stuff so the students could continue 
shopping.  The students continually expressed their appreciation for the 
generosity of our community. These combined efforts made it a success-
ful day.  Finally, many thanks to all who donated items for Marcia’s Clos-
et. This “stuff” makes the day possible. Again, Marcia’s Closet is open for 
donations to build UPC’s inventory for 2022. 
·       The UPC Team of Pastor Michelle, Todd Bacon, Nancy Lick, Patty 
Butler, and Nancy Weidel left for Wind River on August 26th .  A full re-
port of their experience will be made available in September.  Their two 
vehicles were jammed full of clothing despite Darrah Perez of the Grow 
Our Own Project transporting 6 bags plus quilts, comforters, throws, and 
baby blankets two weeks before. 
September Activities: 
·       A Mission Workshop is scheduled for Sunday, September 19th from 
noon until 2:00 p.m. This will be an outdoor event and details will be 
forthcoming.  Lunch will be provided. 
·     Peace and Global Witness Offering-This Special Offering of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. empowers congregations to address the 
anxiety and discord that is prevalent throughout this broken world.  25% 
will stay local and go to the Coalition Against Domestic Violence for their 
prevention work and 25% will go to Presbytery.  UPC will encourage the 
Presbytery to use this portion for the Children’s Clinic in Aleppo, Syria, 
that   
·     Gifts From The Heart hygiene and education disaster kits will 
take place throughout September.  This drive was postponed from last 
February/March to allow UPC to respond the need for “isolation bags” at 
the University caused for COVID-19. Items can be left in the designated 
cart at the church.  The kits will be assemble on the 5th Sunday in Octo-
ber for shipping to the two Gift from the Heart storage depots. These kits 
are a critical component of the disaster efforts of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. 
-Hygiene Kits: 16” X 28” hand towels; washcloths; wide-tooth combs: nail 
clippers; wrapped bath-sized soap bars; toothbrushes; and large Band-
Aids. Toothpaste is not needed as that is added immediately before ship-
ping to a disaster zone.  Other toiletries cannot be included. 
-Education Kits: blunt-nosed scissors; 70 page count spiral notebooks  or 
200/210 page spiral notebooks (no loose leaf paper); 12 inch/30 centi-
meter rulers; small pencil sharpeners; erasers; pencils; 24-count boxes 
of crayons (no more or less than 24). 



SEPTEMBER SERMON SERIES 

Sunday worship live stream service can be found  at https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCyLkd7kE_lt0acTnxJQ__Eg  and through the 
UPC website.  

FAMILY PROMISE 

As of the end of August all the families in Family Promise had successfully 

graduated from the program.  Currently the Family Promise staff is working 

with families to prevent losing their current residences.  UPC is scheduled 

to provide meals for the program again in October.  Sign up information 

will come out later in September.  Please take a look at Family promises 

website to learn more about the program and other ways you can help: 

https://fpalbanycounty.org/ 

AUGUST’S 5th SUNDAY 

Thank you all for serving our ministry partners in the community on Au-

gust 29th!  Cody’s Closet (part of Laramie Foster Closet), Interfaith Food 

Pantry and Family Promise.   

United Presbyterian Church  / 215 S. 11th Street / 
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