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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
In the Fall, as the leaves change and fall from the trees, I am reminded
of how Scripture - from Genesis to Revelation - uses the image of a
tree to express health and generosity. On October 10, 17, and 24 we
will be adding leaves to our own Tree of Generosity: remembering people in our past who have inspired us to be generous; hearing present
opportunities; and considering how we might serve as an example of
generosity for someone in the future. I hope you will join us for “Living
Generously!”

STEWARDSHIP LETTER & PLEDGE CARD
A stewardship letter and pledge card for 2022 will be mailed to each
household the week of October 11.

FIFTH SUNDAY-OCTOBER 31
On “fifth Sundays” instead of worshiping in the sanctuary, we worship
through hands-on-service with our ministry partners. On October 31 there
will be two opportunities. One will be at UPC assembling the Gifts from the
Heart Disaster Kits that are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Many thanks to those who donated school supplies or personal hygiene products for the kits. Everyone, from the youngest to the oldest, can
participate in this project. The other will be at the Interfaith Food Pantry
assisting them after a food drive. After serving stay for lunch at UPC and
“Trunk or Treat!”

FROM THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Personnel has completed Pastor Michelle's annual review with comments
received from staff, session, deacons and committee heads. Pastor
Michelle and Personnel work closely together to provide support and offer
feedback. We invite the congregation to consider sending, throughout the
year, your specific words of thanks and/or ideas for the future. Thank you
to Pastor Michelle for the ways you bless and enrich UPC!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
LOGOS is off to a great start! We will continue to meet in October
with the exception for October 20th. October 3rd will be our 1st LOGOS
Sunday of the year. The children and youth will participate in many parts
of the service, and 3rd grade Bibles will be presented. Please have your
children to the church by 9:20 to get all set up.
Youth Groups will not meet at our regular scheduled times in October. Instead we will help with Congregational Life’s Spruce up event October 15-17. Parents, please let Michelle Harris know what your youth’s
availability will be for October 15-17 so we can maximize our impact while
giving back to the UPC community.
UPC’s annual Trunk or Treat event will be held on Halloween! We have a
full morning planned, please plan on joining us for some or all of the morning. 9:30 Families are invited to join us for our 5 th Sunday project where
we will be working at the church with the mission committee assembling
the Gift of the Heart Kits for PCUSA. 10:45 Trunk or Treat will be held in
the north and east church parking lots. Wear your costume! Please
let
Michelle Harris know if you would like to bring your car and be a part of
the fun. 11:30 Lunch will be served in the basement fellowship Hall.

FAMILY PROMISE
UPC is providing meals for Family Promise October 3-10. Thank
you to all who have signed up to bring a meal or groceries. We will get to
provide meals again the week of November 7-14. If you would like to
bring a meal or groceries or are interested in taking an active role with
Family Promise through UPC please contact Michelle Harris for more information.

BIBLE STUDY
Gospel of John study group meets Tuesday 9:30-11 a.m. North Lounge.
Come and bring a friend. Questions? Contact Celeste Kobulnicky, Mary
Prather, or Pam Galbreath.

WOMEN’S CIRCLES & MEN’S GROUP
Mary Martha Circle will meet Wednesday, October 20th at the home
of Janice Shuster, 530 Beaufort St. #119 at 1 pm. We will continue our
study “ What my Grandmothers Taught Me”, learning from the women in
Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus. Included in the study of Jesus’ grandmothers are Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary. Nancy Fillion
will be the co-hostess. Please contact Freda Dixon, 760-9728 for a study
book All women are invited to join us for prayer, study and fellowship.
Please let Freda, fdixon@bresnan.net
or Janice, jmshust@outlook.com know if you are planning on attending. We hope you will join us.
Rebekah Circle will meet for Social & Study time on October 21, at
9:30 a.m., at Linda Sheets' house (the third house on the right on Sage
Drive). Jan Dittemore will be co-hostess. Patty Butler will lead us
through Lesson 2, "Tamar." She asks that each of us be ready to share a
picture of your wedding party. Please RSVP Pam
at pamelagalbreath23@gmail.com.
EVENING CIRCLE will meet on Monday, October 18th at 6:00pm in
the Fireside Lounge. All are welcome any time! We will study Lesson
Two, from the Horizons Bible Study. Please bring a photo of your grandmothers and your wedding party.
UPC Men! Please join us at Perkins on the 1st and 3rd Saturday at 8:00
am for great conversation! All are welcome!

PARKING
Sunday, October 3rd will be the last day to park in the West UW parking
lot for Sunday service. 14 spaces in UPC’s North lot and 7 spaces in the
East lot (in alley way) can be utilized. Street parking will still be available.
If able please leave spots closest to the building for visitors, families with
small children and those with mobility issues.

MESSAGE FROM KATHRYN HARDING
Hello! I have been enjoying my time as Director of Music Ministry so far. I
am working hard to recruit members for the choir so that we can begin rehearsals. Praise band is meeting regularly and adding new songs to our
library! As the Advent season approaches, I am hoping the choir will be in
full swing! Please let me know if you or if you know anybody who is interested in participating in UPC’s music opportunities.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The Church office is open Monday-Friday, 8:00-3:00 pm. Rev. Michelle
Bacon’s office hours are 9:00-5:00 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Wednesday 11:00-7:00. We are all easily available through our cell phones and
emails.
Any information you would like shared in the weekend reminders needs to
be emailed to the office by Wednesday morning.

UPC's ELDERS AND DEACONS
Elders: Bryce Barker, Elizabeth Williams, Erin Irick
Kim Buchanan, Hank Kobulnicky,
Deacons: Codi Broten, Linda Haynes, Rita Ver Ploeg, Marla Smith,
Linda Sheets, Cheri Bellamy, Jan Dittemore, Pam Galbreath

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT UPC
For a full calendar of events click on the calendar link. If you or your group
wants to add something to the UPC calendar please bring it or send to the
church office for approval. CLICK HERE for calendar.

REPORTS AND SESSION MINUTES
The UPC Session Minutes and reports can be read at our website at
upclaramie.org/minutes/

MISSION
If you have 2 hours on Wednesday, October 20th, please consider joining the Fall Gathering of the Syria-Lebanon Partnership Network of
the Presbyterian Church USA via zoom. Not only do we join Presbyterians from throughout the United States (and Canada) but we will hear
directly from the Christian leadership in the area such as the Rev. Najla
Kassab, President of the World Communion of Reformed Churches. The
primary speaker is Rami Khouri, Director of the Issam Fares Institute for
Public Policy and International Affairs at the American University of Beirut. Additionally, George Saghir, a Syrian economist based in NYC, will
elaborate on the issue of sanctions and how they are affecting Syria and
Lebanon. UPC is a member of this network. To register, go to the Partnership’s website.
In September, UPC delivered over 525 pounds of specifically requested
food to the Interfaith Food Pantry. Additional supplies were also provided
to the Laramie Soup Kitchen.
Coming attractions: The Community Holiday partners are now meeting
to plan for the 2021 event. The gift request tags will be available at UPC
at the end of November. Please consider a call to help out with this annual effort. The Cookie Sale and Bazaar will be held on Saturday, December 11th. Michelle Harris is the cookie recruiter and Mission is handling the pecans, soup mixes, etc. Suggestions about the Sale are encouraged. Proceeds will be donated to Family Promise of Albany County.

SPRUCE UP HELP NEEDED
Congregational Life is hoping YOU will volunteer! We need volunteers for
our October Spruce Ups. The goal of Spruce Ups is to send a team of
volunteers to a location and spend no more than 30 minutes working on
the project identified by those we worship with who just need a bit of
help. We have UPC members who asked for help with tasks at their
homes. The day and time can be set to accommodate YOUR schedule. Current projects include changing smoke alarm batteries, raking
leaves, storing patio furniture (on site), trimming bushes and
more. Please email Nikki at upclaramie@gmail.com if you're available to
help! We will set the time and date to fit your volunteer schedule. Hebrews 6:10 God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love
you have shown Him as you have helped His people and continue to help
them.

BOOK OF THE MONTH – Braiding Sweetgrass
Robin Wall Kimmerer is a mother, scientist, decorated professor, and enrolled member of the Citizen
Potawatomi Nation. She lives in Syracuse, New
York, where she is a SUNY Distinguished Teaching
Professor of Environmental Biology, and the founder and director of the Center for Native Peoples and
the Environment. In Braiding Sweetgrass, she
draws on her life as an indigenous scientist, and as
a woman, Kimmerer shows how other living beings―asters and goldenrod, strawberries and
squash,
salamanders,
algae,
and
sweetgrass―offer us gifts and lessons, even if we've forgotten how to hear their voices. In reflections that
range from the creation of Turtle Island to the forces that threaten its flourishing today, she circles toward a central argument: that the awakening of ecological consciousness requires the acknowledgment and celebration of our reciprocal relationship with the rest
of the living world. For only when we can hear the languages of other beings will we be capable of understanding the generosity of the earth, and
learn to give our own gifts in return.
Our partners at Grow Our Own on the Wind River Reservation have read
and discussed this book. The Mission Committee is hoping that our reading and discussion of this book at UPC will encourage our partnership.
Watch for opportunities to gather and discuss this beautiful book.

STAINED GLASS WINDOW
The stained glass window from our prior
church building has been restored and installed. There are many to thank for making this happen: the Property Committee
for leading the process of removal, restoration, and installation; Perry Irving for his
beautiful craftsmanship in the frame and
stand for displaying the window; the Marcia
Brown estate, and Schuster and Baker
families for their generous memorial gifts
that paid for this historic preservation project. Soli Deo Gloria! To God be the Glory!

AED/CPR TRAINING
You may have noticed the AED (Automated external defibrillator) in the
overflow room. On Sunday, November 14 from 1:00 – 4:30 pm, there
will be an AED/CPR training offered to the UPC staff and volunteers.
Currently there are three seats left for this FREE training. Please email
Nikki at upclarmie@gmail.com if you would like to attend.

SESSION SUMMARY
At their September 21 meeting, the Session:
 Received a first draft of the 2022 Operating Budget. It is only a 1% increase over 2021, and is projected to have a deficit of $55,228.
 Confirmed the current Covid precautions including “strongly recommend the wearing of masks.”
 Invited UW students to study at UPC during office hours.
 Elected Bryce Barker as President of the Corporation.
 Discussed the necessity of finding a Clerk of Session and considered
possible candidates.
 Requested 5-bullet point list of committee objectives from current committees.
 Began discussion of how to organize the current Session to fulfill its
responsibilities.
 Concluded the meeting with prayers of gratitude.

MISSION WORKSHOP – Lunch & Learn
Sunday, October 24th, following the 9:30 am Worship service
Come hear Pastor Michelle, Todd Bacon, Patty Butler, and Nancy Lick
tell about their August trip to the Grow Our Own Project on the Wind River Reservation. See the impact your generosity (over $6,000 from
UPC, plus truck loads of clothing!) has had on this growing grassroots
organization. Be inspired by the hope and hard work of this new ministry
partner. Enjoy lunch and fellowship together.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

UPC T-SHIRT ORDER
Congregational Life is placing an order for UPC t-shirts! The style and
slate color will be the same as our current shirts. The t-shirt cost is $10
per shirt. Congregational Life will offer a $5 refund to the first 20 paid tshirts! You can find a sign up on paper at church, electronically attached
to
this
communication,
or
you
can
email
Hillary
at hillaryutton@gmail.com. Payments can be made by cash (be sure you
put it in an envelope noting your name and that it's for t-shirts), a check
(please add "t-shirt" to the memo) or online. If utilizing the online option,
please use the "Miscellaneous Non-Charitable Payment" option and indicate "t-shirt". These t-shirts are great to wear when participating in 5th
Sunday Services, mission events, holiday cookie sales, and more! The
requests, including sizes and your payment, must be made by October
24.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE EVENTS COMING SOON
October 17: Member Spruce Ups
October 23: Homecoming Parade on UPC front lawn
October 31: Trunk or Treat AND 5th Sunday Service
November 21: NEW!! Advent Café
December 15: LOGOS Pageant
December 24: Cookies & Cocoa

ONLINE GIVING
FOC would like to extend a special thank you to all members who use the
On-Line Giving platform. We have received notice from the Presbyterian
Foundation that they will be coming out with a new Online Giving App
soon.
NO CHANGES - If you give through the website or if you have a recurring
gift set up, your gift will continue uninterrupted. This Change only affects
donors who use the GivePlus app. If you use this app, you’ll be informed
about the change coming November 1st.
In October, we will receive detailed instructions and I will reach out to all of
you who are Online Givers.
-Susan Bulgrin

FOC & STEWARDSHIP
Thank you for your generosity! This is how UPC stands financially at the
end of August 2021: Total Income $157,977.17; 71.77% of 2021 operating
budget. Total Expenses $162,285.31; 66.4% of 2021 operating budget.
The ministry of UPC continues and relies on your generosity. Please consider sending your tithes and offerings through the on-line giving on the
UPC website or mail through the US postal service. On-line is very easy
and categories that you can choose from have been created to direct your
donation to the correct place. There is a “Notes” box at the end of the
form which will allow you to be more specific if you so desire. We now
have a new fund on our on-line giving. It is called Miscellaneous NonCharitable Payment. This can be used for such things as Easter Flowers,
Congregational Life events such as the Faith Day at the Rockies, Mission
nuts sales, VBS donation, etc.

OCTOBER SERMON SERIES
Sunday worship live stream service can be found at https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCyLkd7kE_lt0acTnxJQ__Eg and through the
UPC website.

NEW ADDRESSES FOR CAROLE & JAMES
Carole Hertz
1505 Little Bluestem Ct. #118
Ames, IA 50014
James Shuman
2200 37th Street Lot 107
Evans, CO 80620

FAREWELL FROM JAMES SHUMAN
I attended this church for about three years. I will miss the exceptional
preaching, music, and care you provided. My prayers and best wishes are
with you. Don't be surprised if I pop in occasionally; I'm only a couple of
hours away!
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