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Embedded in the opening of the Book of Order are six great purposes of the church’s life
– the life of every congregation and of the
whole Presbyterian Church (USA) denomination. The Great Ends of the Church are:
the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind;
the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God;
the maintenance of divine worship;
the preservation of the truth;
the promotion of social righteousness;
the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to
the world.
In his book Proclaiming the Great Ends of the
Church, Joseph Small writes: “With an economy of words and a surplus of meaning, the
church has six great aims to direct our life together, six basic works of the church that are
foundational to who the church is and what
the church is called to do. The Great Ends of
the Church should not be seen as a laundry

list of disconnected items, for they are intended as a holistic vision for the
church’s life. The church cannot be faithful to the intention of the Great
Ends by emphasizing some while neglecting others. All six of the
church’s great purposes are integrally related.”
On the six Sundays of Eastertide, we will consider each of the Great Ends
as we hear from the book of Acts the story of the very beginnings of the
church. How did they exemplify these aims, and how can we inhabit
them today here at UPC? I hope you’ll join us!
Rejoicing in the Resurrection,
Michelle

GRADUATES
We will be recognizing our graduates on May 15th. Congratulations to
LHS graduates Maya McReynolds and Will Daniel. Congratulations to
college graduates Codi Broten, Cassie Seebart, Michael Johnston, and
Abijah Ahern.

SCHEDULING MEETINGS
More Committees and groups from the church and community are using
the UPC building. Please be sure to check with Nikki at 742-2061 or at
upclaramie@gmail.com when scheduling your meeting to prevent double
booking a time and room. The UPC calendar can be viewed on our website upclaramie.org.
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MOTHER’S DAY
The UPC Deacons are donating $150 to Climb Wyoming for Mother’s Day
in honor of all the women in our Church. Climb Wyoming is a comprehensive program dedicated to helping low-income single mothers to discover
self-sufficiency through career training and placement. The program is
about financial independence for struggling mothers and changing the
generational cycle of poverty one family at a time.

THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone that helped the Deacons and a big thank you to
the Deacons for helping UPC host the Presbytery of Wyoming on April 2930. Extending hospitality included greeters; beverages and snacks for Friday afternoon and Saturday morning; dinner Friday evening; and a brown
bag lunch on Saturday.

SPRING SPRUCE UP
Congregational Life is looking for volunteers for our Spring Spruce
Up! On Saturday, May 21 and/or Sunday, May 22, we will send teams
of volunteers to assist our UPC members and friends. We'll spend only
30 minutes per household on tasks they need assistance with. Come
lend your hands! SIGN UP HERE
Congregational Life would also encourage people who need help, with a
task that can be accomplished in 30 minutes on May 21 or May 22, to
reach out to Nikki at upclaramie@gmail.org to fill out the form detailing
the assistance you need. We'll reach back out to you to confirm details
and schedules. We can change lightbulbs, do yard work, move your recliner closer to a window, etc. Let us know how we might help you!
CLICK HERE for the below form.

MAY SERMON SERIES
Sunday worship live stream service can be found at https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCyLkd7kE_lt0acTnxJQ__Eg and through the
UPC website.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Vacation Bible School will be held the week of June 13th. Our theme
will be Spark Studios, created in Christ, designed for God’s purpose. If
your child will be attending, or if you would like to be a part of the fun,
please let Michelle Harris know!
If you have not registered your child for camp for the summer yet, look a
look at these options:
Camp Story - https://www.campstory.org/
Table in the Wilderness - https://www.tablecamp.org/
Highlands - https://www.highlandscamp.org/
For the mid and sr high meeting in May we will help with UPC’s spring
spruce up days on May 21st and 22nd. Watch the youth’s weekly emails
for more details.

FAMILY PROMISE
Family Promises held their annual fundraiser on April 22 nd at The Alice
Harding Stevens Center. While the final tally is still being added up, the
evening was a great success with a large UPC presence. Thank you all
for being a part of the event and bidding generously on the silent auction
items.

THE LORD’S SUPPER PREPARATION
There have been many requests to return to “real bread” and your cries
have been heard! That means we need individuals, couples, families, or a
couple of friends to fill the individual cups and cut the bread for serving.
Complete instructions and supplies will be provided. Preparation can be
done on Friday, Saturday, or early Sunday morning. Please email
upclaramie@gmail.com if you would like to serve the congregation in this
vital role.

CALLING FOR ELDERS AND DEACONS
Congregational Nominating Committee (CNC) is actively praying about
those who may be called to serve as an Elder or Deacon. If you are interested or have potential candidates, please call (742-2061) or email the
church office upclaramie@gmail.com or chair Elizabeth Williams
ejwwy@yahoo.com. Thank you!

FOC & STEWARDSHIP
Thank you for your generosity! This is how UPC stands financially at the
end of March 2022: Total Income $76,727.57; 29.7% of 2022 operating
budget. Total Expenses $68,286.21; 26.4% of 2022 operating budget.
The ministry of UPC continues and relies on your generosity. Please consider sending your tithes and offerings through the on-line giving on the
UPC website or mail through the US postal service. On-line is very easy
and categories that you can choose from have been created to direct your
donation to the correct place. There is a “Notes” box at the end of the
form which will allow you to be more specific if you so desire. We now
have a new fund on our on-line giving. It is called Miscellaneous NonCharitable Payment. This can be used for such things as Easter Flowers,
Congregational Life events such as the Faith Day at the Rockies, Mission
nuts sales, VBS donation, etc.

WOMEN’S CIRCLES & MEN’S GROUP
UPC Men! Please join us at Perkins on Saturday, May 7th & 21st at 8:00
am for great conversation! All are welcome!
Mary Martha Circle will meet Wednesday, May 18 th at the home of
Janice Shuster, 530 Beaufort St. #119 at 12:00 noon. We will conclude
our study “What my Grandmothers Taught Me”, learning from the women
in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus. Freda Dixon will lead the lesson. We
are having a salad luncheon for our last meeting until Fall. We ask everyone to bring a salad to share. You are invited to join us for prayer, study
and fellowship. Please let Freda, fdixon@bresnan.net, or 760-9728 or
Janice jmshust@outlook.com or 745-3132 know if you are planning on
attending.
Rebekah Circle will meet on Thursday, May 19th in the Fireside
Lounge at 9:30 am. Marla Smith and Linda Sheets will co-host. Discussion will be on the Fall 2022 study.
Evening Circle will meet in May at 6:00pm in the Fireside Lounge.
Date TBA. We will study Lesson 8 & 9 from the Horizons Bible Study.
Contact upclaramie@gmail.com for more information.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The Church office is open Monday-Friday, 8:00-3:00 pm. Rev. Michelle
Bacon’s office hours are 9:00-5:00 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Wednesday 11:00-7:00. She will be on vacation May 18-24. If you have
an emergency pastoral care please contact the church office. We are all
easily available through our cell phones and emails.
Any information you would like shared in the weekend reminders needs
to be emailed to the office by Wednesday morning.

UPC's ELDERS AND DEACONS
Elders: Bryce Barker, Elizabeth Williams, Erin Irick
Kim Buchanan, Hank Kobulnicky,
Deacons: Codi Broten, Linda Haynes, Rita Ver Ploeg, Marla Smith,
Linda Sheets, Cheri Bellamy, Jan Dittemore, Pam Galbreath

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT UPC
For a full calendar of events click on the calendar link. If you or your group
wants to add something to the UPC calendar please bring it or send to the
church office for approval. CLICK HERE for calendar.

REPORTS AND SESSION MINUTES
The UPC Session Minutes and reports can be read at our website at
upclaramie.org/minutes/

MISSION
In April, UPC provided supplies for the Laramie Soup Kitchen as well as
chunky soups for the Interfaith Food Pantry. All items supplied were
requested by the staff from both non-profits as those most needed at
that time.
During April, clothing was delivered NU2U (SAFE and Cathedral
Home), the Clothing Cottage, the schools, and Goodwill. Other clothing
was identified for the UWYO International Student Giveaway and Community Holidays that will be stored for those events. There is a good
deal of clothing that still needs to be sorted and help is really needed. If
you have an hour, we meet at the church at 1:30 p.m. on Fridays.
PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING!!
The Presbyterian Church USA and its partner—Church World Service –
has initiated a new disaster kit called the Welcome Backpack to be
used specifically for arriving refugees. Mission generated two of these
kits to see if these kits should be considered for the September Disaster Kit Drive (Gifts from the Heart). Both assembled kits have been
sent to the storage facility in Arkansas. This kit is more complex than
either the Hygiene or Education Kits. Mission will be discussing their
future use at our meeting on 5/3.
Linda Haynes, Wendy Wilson, and Nancy Lick shoveled out the Mission
stuff from the first floor and everything now resides in Marcia’s Closet. Many thanks to Linda and Wendy (with assistance from Nikki Rogers) for volunteering for this long-needed effort. Mission thanks Todd
Bacon, Linda and Henry Haynes, and the Yocum family for their efforts
to get recent donations into Marcia’s Closet. Thank you DJ for the donations.

Gifts with Meaning
Mothers’ Day and Turtle Day (5/3) and Graduations and Sherlock Holmes
Day (5/22) and Fathers’ Day and No Dirty Dishes Day (5/18) and Tap
Dance Day (5/25) and Eat What You Want Day (5/11)
The Presbyterian Church USA Gift Catalog offers gifts that provide real
and positive impact around the world including refugee aid, access to
clean water, and helping to end world hunger. Some of the items in the
Catalog include latrines, farm tools, fishing nets, goats, community water
pumps, pigs, sewing machines, projects supporting the empowerment of
women, services for newborn health, cows, pledges for an “egg a day,”
bee keeping training and supplies, bags of maringa tree seeds, water
catchment systems, and teacher training and supplies. Prices start at
$10.00.
A gift purchase table will be available following Sunday Services throughout May. Catalogs will be available at the table. Please call the Church
Office if you need to have a Catalog brought to you.

Current Presbyterian Response To the Ukrainian
Crisis
If you wish to support our denomination’s efforts with Ukrainian Refugees,
donations can be sent to the Presbyterian Church USA at PO Box
643700, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15264-3700. Checks should be made
out to Presbyterian Church USA Disaster Relief –DR000 156 (this is the
code for Ukrainian Relief). Donations can also be made by telephone at
800-872-3283 and well as on-line.
Members of UPC’s Mission Committee (Gerald VanCampen, Nancy Weidel, Patty Butler, Diana Denison, and Nancy Lick) attended the recent rally for Ukraine held in downtown Laramie to gather information for possible
future activities. All suggestions are welcome.

Congregation Life and the Colorado
Rockies invite you to 2022 Faith
Day! Join us on Sunday, August 14 at
1:10pm for a game against the Arizona
Diamondbacks and concert by the
band We the Kingdom. Tickets will be
$43 if we have 20 or more sign up. Our seats last year were FANTASTIC and we plan to be in the same area. There will soon be a sign up in
the overflow room or contact the church office. Sign up early so we
know if we have 20 for the group discount!

APRIL SESSION SUMMARY
At their April 19th meeting the Session of UPC:
-Discussed Unlocking Keychain Leadership from Growing Young
-Waived the building use fee for Al-Anon of Laramie
-Accepted an invitation from Laramie Pridefest to host a table at Pride
in the Park on June 25
-Designated the offering received at the April Presbytery meeting for
the work of PDA in and around Ukraine
-Received reports for information from the staff and Standing Committees

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
A new Bible Study will begin on Tuesday, May 3 at 9:30 a.m. in the North
Lounge. We will be discussing the book of James. All are welcome to
attend as your schedules permit. For May 3, please read this short letter
and make notes of items of interest. For more information, contact Celeste Kobulnicky or Mary Prather.

WOMEN’S RETREAT JUNE 17-19
Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Wyoming are hosting a women’s
retreat for all women June 17-19 at Camp Story. Information attached in
links below.
CLICK HERE FOR FLIER
CLICK HERE FOR REGISTRATION

THANK YOU SUSAN BULGRIN
Thank you to Susan Bulgrin as she retires from her many
years of serving UPC as treasurer. Enjoy your next life’s
adventure as you begin retirement, Enjoying your mom,
Paul, grandkids, camping, fishing and just relaxing!

BABY GEORGIA
Congratulation to the proud parents, Vince
and Jennifer Beamer on the birth of
Georgia Kay. She arrived on April 22nd.
6lbs 3oz.
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